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Hello, everyone! This is the eleventh publication from

the GLOCOM Faculty-Student Council.

We hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter and

become more familiar with GLOCOM!
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BEHREEFICEOEF 2L 5 ICE 272D TTH ? Why did you become interested in World Englishes?
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I have consistently emphasized communication. While
grammar and technical aspects are important, | prioritize
quantity over quality. Despite English being globally prevalent, |
am interested in its unique evolution across various regions,
rather than how it is used in a singular standard. Presently,
English plays an increasingly crucial role not only in historical
and business contexts but also in academic papers and online
information. While serving as a common language across
diverse regions and cultures, the distinctiveness of each
contributes to effective communication. For example, Singapore
has developed its unique style of English, facilitating smooth
interaction among individuals from diverse linguistic
backgrounds. In the future, | would like to study Japan’s
distinctive form of English.

What do you think is necessary to become a global citizen?
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For those of you who were born and raised in Japan to
flourish globally, proficiency in English communication is
essential. | hope that you will have the guts to speak with non-
Japanese people, gain experience in speaking, and become a
global citizen who consider working abroad in the future.

Additionally, | stress the importance of comparing your own
country with others. Rather than simply appreciating Japan’s
virtues, experiencing overseas life and making comparisons
allows one to objectively identify both the strengths and
weaknesses of Japan. Students in the Faculty of Global
Communication have the opportunity to experience life abroad
through the Study Abroad program, gaining practical insights
that go beyond information available on the internet.
Continuously deepening one’s understanding of the world is an
essential process that encourages the growth of genuine global
citizens.

(Hoshi, Izumi, and Suzuki)




JA—/NJL -T2 —2aryEE (FOvaL) TE BEG6 B L 9 BICH,IFT, Study Abroad BT T LEE

BLTWET, &
WE L7,

iF. A—RFFZ VT ETAYAICREESN 2 ZDFEIC, BRICEAT 2 TL0BMICEAEZLTH S

The Faculty of Global Communication (GLOCOM) offers Study Abroad programs every year from June to September.
We asked two students who were sent to Australia and the United States to answer the following questions regarding
their study abroad experience.

Q1. B2 TEBEL-—FOREIATTA?
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What was the biggest challenge you encountered? How did you get through that challenge?
Q2. BFHICHALTRLEELZ LIFATTN?
What was the most valuable thing you learned while studying abroad?
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The biggest challenge for me was that |
couldn’t use my smartphone on the first day of
my study abroad and the train | had planned to
use to get to the university was not running.
Fortunately, | was able to ask an elderly couple
nearby about the situation and they guided me
on how to get to the university. Thanks to this
experience, | learned to calmly think of a solution
in emergencies. | also realized the importance of
solving problems on one's own, not immediately
relying on the Internet.

The most valuable thing | learned during
study abroad was that many people prioritize
themselves. | used to think that if | could get the
job | wanted, | wouldn't need much time for
myself. However, | saw a variety of working
people and began to think that | would like to live
more for myself. Therefore, | would like to work
hard in my job search, focusing on taking care of
myself by remembering what | felt during my
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study abroad.

Making presentations or speeches in front of
strangers, especially those who are not Japanese,
was a big challenge but also a good experience.
In Japan (in GLOCOM classes), | often gave

presentations in mostly the same format, and the &8
audience had listened to my presentation multiple

times. However, expressing my ideas and
opinions to people who didn’t know me presented
cultural and linguistic challenges. | once again
recognized the importance of structure and
delivery in presentations. At the same time, |
gained confidence because | realized my current
self has the ability to talk to diverse people.

Through my study abroad, | learned that it's
important to try to communicate. | found it difficult
to understand the conversations with my host
family or friends and tell them my opinions.
However, when | tried to understand and talk
patiently, they conversed in easy English or waited
for me to start to speak, so | could talk actively if
not smoothly.
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We asked a GLOCOM faculty member to talk about the culture shock she experienced in Japan.

I have been in Japan quite a long time, 15 years,
so | could probably talk more about reverse culture
shock in Kenya rather than culture shock here.
However, | will discuss two culture shocks that |
experienced.

The first one was the surprising efficiency of a
lot of systems. Public services, such as from the city
or ward office, are quite fast despite the language
barrier. In Kenya, where | am from, sometimes it will
take me one month to get a document from a public
office due to issues such as broken equipment or the
people in charge having a backlog of work. Having
easy access to such services was a happy surprise.

In terms of communication, the next one is
about the language barrier. Even though some
Japanese citizens have a certain level of skill, it was
hard to have a basic conversation when | first
arrived, and could not yet speak Japanese. For
example, at a supermarket, when | asked an
attendant “Where is the sugar?”, they simply could
not understand my question. This was a huge shock
to me. However, one big change | have seen is the
level of English going higher and higher. More
people, especially the younger generation, can
communicate better in English.

Lois C. LELEITO

Home Country: Kenya
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(Akinaga and Banno)

Awards Ceremony
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Twice a year, GLOCOM recognizes students with outstanding
achievements in English language studies in the faculty. In November
2023, one student received the GLOCOM 900 Club (an award for
students who have attained a very high level of English language skills),
and four students received the GLOCOM Ascent Award (an award for
students whose English language skills have drastically improved).
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In the fall semester of 2023, we accepted six exchange students from our partner universities to GLOCOM as Special
Credit-Auditors. We asked two students to talk about the reason why they decided to come to Japan and the cultural

differences that they experienced.

| came to Japan because Japan is so
far away from Finland, on the opposite side
of the world. | wanted to go as far as
possible. Also, the culture and the language
are very different than in Northern Europe.

| have experienced cultural differences
in small everyday things. Japan uses way
much more cash than we do in Europe.
Finland is technically almost already a
cash-free society. We barely use any cash
anymore. Customer service is also higher
quality here. The way people in customer
service jobs treat customers is different. In
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| came to Japan because I'm really
interested in Japanese culture. | became
fascinated and wanted to learn more about the
country and the people. Spending half a year in
another country provides a great opportunity to
really learn more about the people and the
culture and see the country that you're visiting.

Japanese people are honest. If you lose
something, they won't keep it for themselves.
It's because it's not theirs, but it belongs to
somebody else. | once lost my wallet in Kyoto,
but | could pick it up the same day at the lost
and found. In Germany, that would not happen.
If you lose something, it's lost forever.

we treat customers with
respect, but it's way more amplified here
than in my home country. It's way more
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(Sugiura)
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Contactus -

Did you enjoy reading the GLOCOM Newsletter?
We would like to get your feedback to make

the newsletter better. Feel free to contact us

with any comments and requests:

sshinoha@asu.aasa.ac.jp

Don’t miss out on the next issue!

Newsletter Team Members
3rd-year students: Ryoga Akinaga, Akira Hoshi, Kazuma

Yuasa
2nd-year students: ~ Asami Murata, Honoka Nakai

1st-year students: Gaito Banno, Yuzuha lzumi, Miwa

Kanada, Sana Sugiura, Himeka Suzuki,
Honoka Yasuda
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