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"Blah,blah, blah, blah - these feminists do go on about
'sexual harassment':don't they! They're all prudes
who're scared of sex and they think all women are the
same.....Anyways, it's none of their business what | get
my secretary to do of an evening!"

Or:

"Those feminists want to stop me getting dates from my
students! If my students don't like me asking for dates;
that's their problem!"

Not everyone is sympathetic to the notion of self or
societal examination.

It can be uncomfortable to be asked to make public and
take responsibility for the behaviours that have
'suddenly’ been taken out of your private experience,
and put into the community spotlight. It's in this light
that we must consider the negative attitudes towards
the project of ridding our communities of sexual
harassment. Often men and women alike, won't want
to consider this issue as it really can be the veritable
opening of a 'can of worms'. It forces us to question the
supposition that we are living in a ‘modern’'society, with
equal rights for both men and women, doesn't it. The
veneer of modernity we live with as if it exists is
exposed with dramatic clarity by simply investigating
the question of sexual harassment. Consequently, most
people understandably find this topic alarming.

Am | talking about flirting, sexual play, or even sex
between consenting individuals? No, I'm not. These
behaviours are defined by their mutual enjoyment and
participation. It's when the sexual behaviour is only
being enjoyed by one party at the expense of the other
party that there is cause for concern. This is the
distinction. Welcomed, receptive, and consensual
sexual behaviours are not the same as unwanted,
inappropriate sexual attentions.

These unwanted behaviours may range anywhere from
persistant personal comments about one's appearance,
to sexual printed matter on the walls, to jokes, to
touching and cohersed sex.

You know how you feel when someone that you're not
attracted to behaves in a flirtatious manner towards
you. It might make you cringe, or laugh; but you can
often just shrug it off and continue your day. If the
person who's doing the behaviour is someone like a
boss, your dad, or a teacher for example; it means
something very different, doesn't it. Wouldn't you
agree, that in this case, a lot more depends on how you

| love sex & | hate sexual harassment !

Barbara Struthers (DO 0O 0O)

handle the situation. If you don't respond positively to
that person's advances there may be negative
consequences for you. If you complain, the same is
true. Your attention is no longer fully on your job, or
your study. Now you have to consider the implications
of this situation, to try to understand why this is
happening to you, and then what to do. Some people
find that this makes them much more nervous than
they were before the 'situation' developed. Some lose
confidence in their abilities. Their self-respect or
esteem goes down as if they think they are responsible
for the other person's bad behaviour. Some people try
to avoid the places frequented by the other person.
They change offices, quit jobs, change school topics
and majors, some try to get married quick to get out of
home.

Why? Why do these people find themselves
questioning their value as human beings ( that a higher
status person should think so little of my feelings - am |
so worthless?), and their intellect (the other person
seems to only see my sex)?

Why do these people find themselves changing their
life plans: jobs, classes, courses, and homes? Afterall, it
was another person who decided that their own need
for some kind of satisfaction was a priority over the
feelings and needs of their 'subordinate’: wasn't it.

Do you think it's OK that the victim in this situation
has to endure alone? Is it OK that the 'subordinate’
person be penalised for the actions of the 'dominant’
person? If you have objections to this: you have just
found yourself supporting the project to rid society of
'sexual harassment'. Don't you want others to join you
and make this change happen faster?!

In the leaflets featured here some other students
decided to do what they could to make change happen.
They used some humourous images of the kinds of
behaviour they found to be damaging, and they made
information sheets with them to give to other students
on campus. Some other students chose to emphasize
their position of opposition to 'sexual harassment'
continuing; so they used a clear form of body language
in the form of this raised palm, to represent their
feelings of :"STOP!". Stop sexual harassment now!

All of these students made a difference by taking the
time to think about the kind of community they wanted
to live in, and how they could go about creating it.

Oen
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They were given money by their universities to produce
these leaflets; but they had to ask for it first. They went
to their university administrators and told them that
they were concerned about the situation on campus and
that they felt the university had a responsibility to
advocate that all their students' would be treated with
care and respect. The universities eventually agreed to

support the students' campaigns, and they financed the
anti -sexual harassment campus education materials.

Because the law in Australia has made educational
institutions legally responsible for any harassment that
occurs on their campuses; all the universities there now
have special people to talk to if you have thi experience

and clear ways for you to do something to stop the
problem. That happened because of students and other
community members pushing the government to take
this issue seriously. It took time, and the process is not
finished; but if you compare the situation ten years ago,
it's a lot better. Students in Australian universities can
get help now!

What do you think of that?  If you want to talk about it
more, why not ask some friends to join you. If your
group wants to do something after your discussions;
I'm sure the Gender Centre staff would love to hear
your plans and give you any support they can!
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