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Tough times never last, but tough people do. — Robert H. Schuller

Name: Kay Nakago
Major: English Linguistics
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TEHEEPZEERINEL=H? Why did you choose to major in English Linguistics?

When | was in high school, | didn’t have a clear vision for my
future. At that time, | chose to study science because many
other male students were doing so, and also because | was
attracted to the beauty of natural science. | already had an
advanced level of English, so | was thinking of using English
as a tool in my future career. Later, when | reconsidered my
career path and my future, | began to think that if | was
passionate about the English language, | would be happy to
spend my life doing research on the English language itself.
Therefore, | decided to major in English linguistics at
university. Linguistics, also referred to as language
sciences, is a discipline that requires logical thinking, so |
now feel that it was good that | studied science as well.
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You teach pronunciation classes at GLOCOM. What is the key to improving pronunciation?
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You need to make sure you understand my course materials.
You can expect to enhance your skills if you understand the
essential points and practice pronunciation using the training
methods introduced in my classes. It is crucial to understand
the characteristics of English pronunciation at the theoretical
level and also to practice pronunciation repeatedly to acquire
skills. As | wrote in the introduction of my co-authored
textbook, Ways to be better listeners, it is important to have
a constant awareness of various sounds.
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| spent a year at the University of Reading in the UK as a
visiting researcher from September 2004 until August 2005.
As | was on the “being taught side” instead of the “teaching
side” for the first time in a long time, | got a sense of
fulfillment and joy for leaning in an inspiring environment. To
all GLOCOM students, please try to acquire various
knowledge and experiences during your university lives.
What you gain during your university days is going to be an
asset for life!
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We asked GLOCOM faculty members with overseas experience to talk about the cultural differences

between Japan and other countries.

From: United States
Major: TESOL (Teaching English
to Speakers of Other Languages)

I have lived in
Japan (2002-2004)
Korea (2004-2007)
Japan (2007-Now)

+ the Philippines
(2003-2007; 6 months total)
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BERET A1) HhD:EL Differences between Japan and the U.S.

Japan is a more homogeneous society than America,
because there are many kinds of people in New Jersey
where I'm from, butin Japan over 95% of people are
Japanese. That was surprising to me when | first arrived
here. When it comes to danger, of course the USA has its
terrible problem with gun violence. However, we do enjoy
friendly relationships with the countries around us, such as
Canada and Mexico. On the hand, the risk of gun violence
is almost non-existent here in Japan, but the relationship
with surrounding countries here can be quite tense at times.

For me, the feeling of danger is very different.
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| have lived in
New Zealand (2009-2010)

United States (2013-2014)
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Awards Ceremony 2

Risa Tomoike

From: Fukuoka

Major: Communication

Differences between Japan and the U.S.

Since | was an undergraduate student, | have been studying
Japanese ren’ai communication. It was my dating experience
in the U.S. that led me to this field of study. Before studying
abroad in the U.S., | believed the norms depicted in Japanese
manga and novels were the only and absolute truth about
ren’ai and thought it was the same across the world. However,
| realized that | was wrong as | went through a dating
experience with an American in the U.S. For example, |
noticed that "holding hands even before becoming a couple"
and "not confessing at the beginning of a relationship" were
the norms of American dating culture, which are not common
in Japanese ren’ai culture. When | returned to Japan and
started a tsukiau relationship with a Japanese, | experienced
a reverse culture shock as | realized it was different from
American romantic relationships. Based on these real-life
experiences, | became interested in how different cultures
have different styles of ren'ai communication and started
studying ren‘ai communication. If you want to know more

about my study, please take my classes!
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Twice a year the Faculty of Global Communication
recognizes students with outstanding TOEIC scores.
This time, 15 students received the Ascent Award which
is the award for students who have significantly improved

their TOEIC scores. Congratulations to the recipients!
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We interviewed two of the recipients, Masaya Nishikimi and Kyoka Abe about their study methods to

improve their English skills.

L. BRICEAZEBRERLT
MELTULET, FREROSEEZ
FoTHRT D ENEFLDT,
ARKRT7 T EFRALTVWET, F
THEHETTHDT T [Abceed]
TY, COF7TIEFEAE, BED
BEICKDHEEDLT L—XDREIE.
Y F—AVI. T4 T—Yay
BENTEEY, BLVRaT7ZHE
FAIZITERER®D [Abceed pro]
BITIHTY, MiEE TOEIC D
ZERAOLLANS. 1 B0 RIFE
THELTWET,

GLOCOM

Ascent Award
A ¥ K

PSSR

BUrERT REECCRET B
EX TIES LT PATE 7)

Kyoka Abe

| try to find a learning method that
suits me. For example, | study using
smartphone apps instead of books
because | am not good at learning
from books. One of the apps that |
“Abceed.” With this

app, you can memorize words and

recommend is

phrases by listening to the audio,
practicing shadowing and dictation. If

you are aiming for a high score, |
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the
“Abceed pro.” |

recommend paid

minutes a day from a few weeks

before the TOEIC exam.
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study about
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Masaya Nishikimi

Although | don’t specifically study for the
TOEIC test, | try to answer all the
questions the day before the exam whilst
setting a time for each part. For the
listening part, | listen to audio at double
the

questions. For the reading part, | look up

speed after answering all of
the parts that | don’t understand and
review them thoroughly. My daily study
schedule varies from day to day because
| have classes to attend and assignments
to work on. Still, since | have a long
commute to school, | study grammar
using a book called “ 18R 1 % TOEIC L&R
Test 52" on the train.
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Juniors who were unable to go abroad for their study abroad programs due to the coronavirus

participated in a five-week online study abroad program (provided by the Deakin University,

Australia) during the spring break. We asked two students about their experiences.
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Rino Susukida

| attended morning classes from 9:00 to
11:00, participated in activities that were a
part of the program during the lunch break,
then took afternoon classes from 12:30 to
14:30. | worked fewer hours at my part-time
job during the program and tried to complete
all the assignments on the day they were

assigned.

254 VBPRDEBICHIT HEBZEI Change in attitude toward English after the program
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want to understand not only American or

BEDCHBYLWERSKIITHRYFELT, British English, which | often hear, but also Englishes

spoken in Asian countries.

&3 L1=C & Difficulties encountered during the program

BEBMAEREERD LN &2 | had difficulty speaking up in class. In
EFLFELE, BAOZEMAIZEZE contrast to the Japanese passive

SREEIIBHICEADER %R learning style, teachers frequently
OB ENEH =D TTH., & asked us to express our opinions, and |

ETOEEZEMNT CIZENET, o felt incompetent when | couldn’'t come
TLESIIENZAHY FLT up with an answer in English right away.

THHRE~NDT F/84 X Advice to first and second year students

Kosuke Yaoita

LA 5 GLOCOMMDEELEETIOIa=4—3 | recommend that you communicate with GLOCOM

vEL. BRI OEBNERILTHELEEETTH teachers

in English daily to improve your practical

LET, £, BFOBICIT/NSHERTH>THIE skills. Also, when studying abroad, ask teachers
ENTRETAHILELLNATFTEHERLTLEL D, anything that you are unsure about during classes.
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“ What kind of place is the university facility "Global Lounge"?
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We would like to introduce you to our university facility, "Global
Lounge," which GLOCOM students should use. In the Global
Lounge, located on the 4th floor of Building 1, Hoshigaoka
Campus, you can acquire practical language skills through
communication in foreign languages including English. If you
get a chance to visit the lounge, | recommend you to (1) play
board games’ that promote conversations to enhance your
communication skills in foreign languages, and (2) use
multilingual TV channels, foreign newspapers, manga, etc. to
improve your listening and reading skills. Also, if you
participate in the events organized by the Global Lounge, you
get to meet students who are also interested in language
learning. The Global Lounge is open from 10 am to 5 pm on
weekdays. We promise you will have a wonderful time there!

* Currently, lending is restricted to prevent infection with the novel

coronavirus.

Contactus ¥

We would like to get your feedback to make
the newsletter better. Feel free to contact us
with any comments and requests:
rtomoike@asu.aasa.ac.jp

Did you enjoy reading the GLOCOM Newsletter?

Newsletter Team Members

Nakakita, Mai Takagi, Rio Takagi, Mion Umemura

Kurata, Nao Mikami, Mariko Minami, Ayano Yokoi

Don’t miss out on the next issue! Naka, Kazuma Yuasa

3rd-year students: Yuu Kageyama, Lisa Kaneko, Yuina

2nd-year students: Kyoma lkeda, Yuha Kondo, Aya

1st-year students: Ryoga Akinaga, Akira Hoshi, Sakurako
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