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Hello, everyone! This is the eighth publication from the
GLOCOM Faculty-Student Council.

We hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter

and become more familiar with GLOCOM!
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BERX(EIZa=5—yarvEERTZZLICLIEDTTH? Why did you choose to major in intercultural communication?
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It was just a coincidence. Specifically, a seminar of
“Intercultural Communication” called for students in my
university in the Faculty of Foreign Studies, the
Department of British and American Studies in which |
entered to study English. At that time, the field of
intercultural communication had covered topics like
returnee students and culture shock. | decided to take the
seminar because | was interested in topics that connected
individuals with international societies. When | entered
university in the late 1980s, there were virtually no
universities in Japan that specialized in communication
studies. However, thanks to that seminar, | was able to
learn the fascinating aspects of communication studies,
including the field of intercultural communication.
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There are many elements necessary to be a global
citizen. For example, imagination to view things from
other people’s perspectives, respect for their values and
situation, and willingness to negotiate differences. We
have to respect other people’s values by using our
imagination. In addition, because each of us has different
perspectives and values, we have to make efforts to
negotiate to achieve a win-win outcome. Negotiations
require time and energy, but it is important for us to
maintain an attitude where both parties end up satisfied.

These elements are like pearls. Each of them plays
an important role, but separately they lack a chain to
connect those pearls. We can be global citizens by
communicating with constant awareness of these
elements.

(Ikeda and Minami)
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Communication (GLOCOM) had offered a Study Abroad program every year from June to July, but
due to the outbreak of COVID-19, the faculty discontinued local study abroad programs and
switched to online study abroad programs after 2020. Local study abroad programs resumed this
year, and students were sent to the United States and Australia. We asked three students who
participated in the program to answer questions about their study abroad experience.
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How did your studies at GLOCOM help you? Is there anything you wish you had done before studying abroad?
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All of the All-English classes including FEP (First-year
English Program) provided by GLOCOM were helpful. The
local people speak English very fast, and some have regional
accents, which sometimes confuses me, but because | had
the opportunity to be exposed to a lot of English in GLOCOM,
| have not had many problems in daily conversation, which |
was worried about before coming to the US. The local people
try their best to understand what | am trying to say, so | can
communicate with them if | keep speaking until being
understood without being afraid of making mistakes.

| wish | had honed my listening skills and expanded my
vocabulary before studying abroad. Since | came to the US,
there have been many times when | had difficulty listening to
and understanding people who spoke too fast, had a strong
accent, or used complicated words or slang. | would like
those who are going to study abroad in the future to know that
developing your listening skills and expanding your
vocabulary will help you have a smooth conversation. (Hoshi,

San Diego State University)
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What has been your most rewarding accomplishment in Australia?
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It is making new friends here. At first, it was not easy for
us GLOCOM students to make friends with Deakin
University students because we have been attending a
language school on the campus of Deakin University.
Besides, | am not too fond of crowds and am not good at
communicating with strangers, so it was a challenge to make
friends here. However, | thought that this was unacceptable
when | had been given the opportunity to study abroad, so |
started to act courageously. | went to the birthday party of a
friend | had met only a few days before and attended some
events hosted by local students. As a result, | have made
friends with people from many different countries and am

enjoying my time here in Australia. (Sato, Deakin University)
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Have you experienced culture shock in the US?
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| have experienced a lot of culture shock since arriving
in the U.S., but the one | found most interesting occurred
during class. One day in class, we had to write our opinions
on paper, and when | tried to give my loose-leaf paper to a
student from Saudi Arabia who did not have any paper, he
asked me, "How much do you want for it?" When | replied,
"Of course, it's free," the student seemed very surprised.
The American teacher listening to our conversation was
also astonished that | was willing to give him the paper for
free. It was a culture shock moment for me because it is
common to give paper for free in Japan. (Yuasa, San Diego

State University)
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Twice a year the Faculty of Global Communication recognizes

students with outstanding academic achievements. In May 2022,

three students received the GLOCOM Ascent Award (an award

for students whose English language skills have improved

drastically as a result of their studies in the faculty).
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In this spring semester of 2022, we accepted six exchange students from our partner universities to GLOCOM as
Special Credit-Auditors. We asked two students to talk about their reasons for coming to Japan to study.

Nationality: Belgium
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" | was born and raised with diverse roots
"+~ and was interested in multiculturalism. At a
= certain point in my life, | became interested in
Asian culture, and when | came into contact
with Chinese, Japanese, and Korean culture, |
wanted to learn more about them and began to
research them by myself. | then became very
familiar with Japanese culture and history. It is
also interesting to me that the Japanese
mentality is different from that of Europe.

The process of coming to Japan to study
was a challenge. | worked very hard to fulfill my
father's promise to take me to Japan after high
school, but that promise was never fulfilled. |
was very disappointed, but | could not give up
on my dream of going to Japan. Therefore, |
had been preparing to study in Japan since |
entered university, but my plans were
postponed due to COVID-19. However, | am
very happy that | am now able to make my
dream of studying in Japan come true.
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| decided to study in Japan because |
wanted to improve my Japanese language
skills. I have been studying Japanese for three
years at INALCO in France and living in the
Japanese society is the best environment to
learn more about the language and the culture
that are so different from mine. By studying in
Japan and especially during the spring
semester | could participate in unique events
which are part of the Japanese culture such
as Hanami and wearing Yukata during
Omatsuri.

In addition to living my own Japanese
experience, GLOCOM classes allowed me to
deepen my knowledge of communication and
of Japanese society. During classes, | could
make friends with whom | have created
unforgettable memories and developed my
social network. Studying in Japan was a good
choice for me because | realized that Japan is
now part of my career and personal plan.
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Newsletter Team Members

Nationality: France

EFAP School of
Communication,
France

Did you enjoy reading the GLOCOM Newsletter?
We would like to get your feedback to make

the newsletter better. Feel free to contact us

with any comments and requests:
rtomoike@asu.aasa.ac.jp

Don’t miss out on the next issue!

3rd-year students: Kyoma lkeda, Nao Mikami,
Mariko Minami

2nd-year students: Ryoga Akinaga, Akira Hoshi,
Sakurako Naka, Kazuma Yuasa

1st-year students: Asami Murata, Honoka Nakai
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