§ The GLOCOM Newsletter >

Hello, everyone! This is the ninth publication from
the GLOCOM Faculty-Student Council.

We hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter

and become more familiar with GLOCOM!

Special Interview
Professor Miyata

Name: Susanne MIYATA
Country: Germany

Major: Linguistics
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ZBERTSZECLEDOTTH ? Why did you choose to major in linguistics?

| have been interested in languages since | was an
elementary school student when English and French were
compulsory subjects. From junior high school, | became
interested in other languages and joined Hebrew and Latin
club activities.

From this time on, | became interested in language
differences and languages different from my familiar
language, and | majored in linguistics at university. In
university, | took Chinese and Japanese classes and
recognized that both languages were very different from the
languages | had learned before. Yet, | felt that there was a
common foundation with other languages.

After that, as | learned about the concept of Universal
Grammar, | became deeply convinced and learned about
language, and became interested in how children acquire
their native language in a short period of time.
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| think one of the needs to become a global citizen is
flexibility. Since there are various “common senses” in the
world, if you enter a different culture, what you thought was
common sense may become different. For example, in
Japan, there is no problem even if the ears are conspicuous
or visible from the front. However, in Germany, such ears are
recognized as “something to be hidden”. In such cases, we
need to openly accept differences without thinking that our
common sense is correct.

Curiosity is also required to understand cultural
differences. It would be good to ask about the other person’s
culture, be interested in dialogue with various people, and
read books that summarize other cultures while we have
curiosity.

(Akinaga and Naka)
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DWTE>TH5WE U, We asked a member of the Faculty of Global Communication (GLOCOM) from
the United States to talk about the cultural differences between Japan and the United States.

Country: United States
Major: TESOL
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages)

Rehecca H. TAKEUCHI

AATHDEX{LAER Culture shock in Japan

There were a lot of little culture shocks. There have
been many changes to Japan since | first came here
sixteen years ago. When | first came to Japan, | was
shocked by some of the differences, like all the incredibly
bright lights. It was shocking because I'm from the
countryside, so my hometown didn’t have a lot of big
signs with flashing lights or anything like that. Even when
| moved to a big city to go to university, it still wasn’t very
bright. When | came to Japan, especially when | studied
in Osaka, even the supermarkets had crazy lights. That
was a culture shock.
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There are many good points and bad points to living
anywhere in the world. | think the most important thing is
to find a place that has plenty of good points with bad
points that you can accept and live with. Examples of the
good things about Japan are the ability to walk home at
night by myself without worrying about my safety. | like
knowing that even though | look different from the
average Japanese person, people aren’t going to attack
me for it.

Conversely, | do wish that minority groups in Japan
(disabled people, foreign people, LGBTQ+ people, etc.)
were considered more when decisions are made that
have an impact on their lives. | have an illness that
sometimes causes me to lose my ability to walk well and
then I'm very aware of the lack of facilities such as
escalators and elevators here. One way we can improve
things is by considering what our daily life would be like if
we suddenly couldn’t walk well. In your daily life, how
many times do you have to use the stairs? How much
more time would it take you to do the things that you
usually do? That sort of mindfulness can help us be more
compassionate and avoid accidentally excluding others.
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» =3 Good and bad points of Japan
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(Murata and Yuasa)
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In this fall semester of 2022, we accepted 6 exchange students from our partner universities to GLOCOM as Special
Credit-Auditors. We asked two students to talk about the cultural differences that they experienced.

Sebastian
STUPAK

Zealand
Academy of
Technologies and
Business
(Slovakia)

| experienced some differences between
Japan and Slovakia. In Slovakia, we expect the
trains to be late, sometimes even three hours
late, as a matter of course. And in Denmark,
where | studied before, public transportation
was quite expensive. In Japan, | was surprised
that we can expect transportation to be on time
and less expensive even though it runs very
often, like every ten or five minutes.

Also, Japanese people are so helpful
compared to Europe. In my country, they help
you but not to the extent that Japanese people
do. Japanese people go out of their way even if
it is inconvenient for them. In Europe, if it is
inconvenient, people do not help you unless you
are friends. For example, if we are strangers like
a shop clerk and a customer, they would not
help us as much. But the Japanese are willing
to. | love Japan’s convenience in this way.
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| think that the big difference between
Japanese and German food is the staple foods.
Japanese cuisine usually uses rice for a staple
food, but German cuisine tends to use potato
and bread. Another dietary difference is fish.
Japanese people eat raw fish, but German
people don’t.

Germany has some similarities with
Japan. In a lot of bakeries in Germany, you
cannot pay with credit cards. Credit cards are
not always accepted in Germany, so you may
not be able to use your credit cards.

Also, Japan has an interesting number of
vending machines. Germany doesn’t have as
many of them as Japan. We don’t so often buy
just one drink. My friend climbed Mt. Fuiji this
year, and he showed me a picture of the top of
the mountain because there were vending
machines.
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Twice a year GLOCOM recognizes students with outstanding

academic achievements. In December 2022, three students

received the GLOCOM Ascent Award (an award for students

whose English language skills have improved drastically as a

result of their studies in the faculty).
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Messages From Fourth-Year Students &

EEHNEIRICES o 4 FEDN S, 1~3 FEANAITT 'GLOCOM THEATEMN e &) TEZEANDX Yy -]
EWST—YT, AXYRNZWeREEF U,
We asked some fourth-year students, who are about to graduate, to tell us about their experience of being GLOCOM students,

and for messages to first, second, and third-year students.

Crio COM (¥ AF2 6 1 e EA BIRT L TIE 20T ELIRIG
\;f[‘/OK /( (R / l ~ TREERIS LELTE 20 R RER i
007 0o GHpLAE A4 B2 LTAZA b | £ 8o LT VR OAT

B THREHICRAZ SC[S>TTEETO BIR.

At iBriko BN ERMERED < LT AAtRE) (L

BB CBTIBETITTIEL o A

1) BLALS) T3HBE A0S o4 185

tdtno EARBRRERLIENS ) fon

e B ETUFHEAESRR LTt e
"B Letsbe happy quys 1

vt 2

7\\%’«g,¢vﬁhlyzf‘ll?u‘?%
@ ERalpe vt ] 0
Moot a2t Fe A€

PR BEYSA (BEEI) BE TTEIA (¥F¥F—EI)
E‘%ﬂﬁb?‘m f‘ﬁ‘r-”) ﬁﬁ)ﬁ-‘t . ‘ aLO&oM I"#%’K&,’)fﬁ’éjbﬂ:é}»\
R -E Y -3 SYAL: B B R AL T e

SeRTERLE, Falz Lo U= tho BT o rl LU 1<%
I $5o v EAY] kLTSN, tog B sdEE10H: ﬁ:s?’z;uz
T ot 5 AHNAIAL A 508 (GrooM i 4415 B-FF °0

7 U wd
FEER oS PV AR B a p) 2, For e R R 1
REBWR JRNEIAh ELTVER) BA #HRxhA (FEBEI)
un :
E o Eﬂgﬁ P LRTON | %%njﬁ‘%ﬁﬁ}/éﬁmﬁfhﬁﬂt

1’:@*%0\‘ LBTC, BRIAPEER
Taz et T30 z"QLOCOM &
6T ‘C‘;B 5T U"E@

Eal=S: % T Tho

Tt Bon ERA T Fren)
g bty e Rt
ARG eI Bt o fp B

G133 LT BRRe T2 e RoF g Kis s g

(’Fm%w 23~ WY ZtTee L Ayata fhdadng * ,.
AR FEEA (REESI) FH £&ThA (BLt3) (Mikarmi)

Contactus -y Newsletter Team Members

Did you enjoy reading the GLOCOM Newsletter? 3rd-year students: Nao Mikami
We would like to get your feedback to make

the newsletter better. Feel free to contact us
with any comments and requests: Sakurako Naka, Kazuma Yuasa

2nd-year students: Ryoga Akinaga, Akira Hoshi,

rtomoike@asu.aasa.ac.jp

Asami Murata, Honoka Nakai

. . 1st-year students:
Don’t miss out on the next issue!
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