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Hello, everyone! This is the tenth publication from

the GLOCOM Faculty-Student Council.

We hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter

and become more familiar with GLOCOM!
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BEREHLSFZEEKT S Z &l LT3 h ? Why did you choose to major in family sociology?
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In sociology, various things about society are the subject
of study, but | was interested in family sociology, which deals
with family, gender, and partner relationships.

My parents both worked, but my mother did all the
housework and childcare by herself. | looked at her and
wondered why only my mother seemed so busy. | didn’t know
the answer at that time, but in a university family sociology
class, | learned about the concept of gender and understood
that the burden of housework and childcare tends to fall on
women.

The class covered a variety of topics on family
relationships and gender and was so interesting that the 90
minutes of class seemed to fly, so | joined the professor’s
seminar.

IR RICAR S ICIEAINBER & Bt ghH ? What do you think is necessary to become a global citizen?
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| think it is important to realize that what is “natural” in
our minds is not absolute.

It would be easy for students in the Faculty of Global
Communication (GLOCOM) to become aware of such things
because all students study abroad through the “Study
Abroad” program. For example, you may be surprised to
learn that in Japan, public transportation is almost always on
time, but this is not always the case in other countries.

Of course, there are also plenty of opportunities to gain
insight in everyday university life. For example, in addition to
classes and club activities, you will be able to become aware
of different ideas and values by actively interacting with
people of different social backgrounds through off-campus
part-time jobs and volunteer activities. After that, it is
important to try to understand the ideas, values, and social
structure behind things we take for granted.

(Akinaga, Izumi, and Sugiura)
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We asked Mao ABEKI, who is a third-year GLOCOM student and a Resident Assistant (RA) there, to talk about the
RAs who support the school life of the exchange students.

HREPIRERIIMZELTWETH ? What do you do on your days off and after school?
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We all go out on holidays. Recently, we went to Ise and a festival in Handa during Golden Week. Destinations
are planned by RAs or decided in consultation with the international students. After school, | play soccer with
international students and watch dramas together. GLOCOM students often share classes with international students,
so we can do homework together and discuss ideas from class. This is unique to GLOCOM. (Yuasa)

RA & UTKERZ LIFMTIH? What are some challenges you’ve had as an RA?
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It's hard for me as an RA to support every exchange student equally. If someone has trouble with relationships
in the dormitory or gets homesick, | have to take care of that person, but | have to be careful not to neglect the others.
Furthermore, when | give some advice, | have to keep in mind to fit the answer to the person. Because in some
cultures it's better to be direct and in some, like Japan, it's better to be indirect, | try to pay attention to the whole
question in detail before | respond rather than start off with my conclusions. (Nakai)
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Please tell us about the good things about being an RA and people who are suited for it.
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The good thing about being an RA is that | was able to establish a good relationship with international students,
because | spent a lot of time with them and discovered things that can only be understood from their point of view.

People who are suited to be an RA have a sense of responsibility, leadership, and desire for learning English.
Good English skill is also essential to advise the international students. | feel like my English skills have improved
after living at the iHouse for half a year, but | wasn’t confident in my English at the beginning. Therefore, if you aspire
to become an RA, | advise you to put your best effort into studying English during the first two years. (Murata)
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We asked a GLOCOM faculty member to talk

Country:

| came to this country on a whim for a change
in my life and ended up staying for almost eight
years. | experienced culture shock through
teaching in Japan, where students were quiet
compared to the US. | found teaching rewarding
and enjoyed living in Japan, especially the food
and the fact that people generally leave me
alone, which suits my quiet and shy nature.

Also, | found that it is normal for the shop staff
to see you off like at a restaurant. Sometimes the
waiter will walk to the door with you but that never
happens in America. | had culture shock from
that, too.

However, | found some difficulties living in
Japan, such as dealing with paperwork and
healthcare due to the language barrier and lack
of English support. English support is gradually
improving in Japan, though there is still a lack of
English language and support for non-Japanese
speakers. | believe Japan has its ups and downs,
but I'm enjoying living here and find the
experience rewarding.
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about the culture shock he experienced in Japan.

Rob CAMPBELL

United States
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(Hoshi, Kanada, Kawai, and Yasuda)
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Twice a year GLOCOM recognizes students with outstanding
academic achievements. In May 2023, four students received
the GLOCOM Ascent Award (an award for students whose
English language skills have improved drastically as a result

of their studies in the faculty).
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In the spring semester of 2023, we accepted 14 exchange students from our partner universities to GLOCOM as
Special Credit-Auditors. We asked two students to talk about the reason why they decided to come to Japan and the
cultural differences that they experienced.

Marvin

| was thinking about studying abroad
with a friend; | thought it would be a nice
experience. Japan had always fascinated
me, so | looked it [possible study abroad
programs in Japan] up on my campus and
university websites, and fortunately, they
offered a program to study in Japan. |
applied, and that’'s how | ended up here.
I’'m very happy to be in Japan.
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| came to Japan because my school has
a partnership with Aichi Shukutoku University.
| had to choose between writing a bachelor’s
thesis or studying abroad, and | preferred
studying in Japan. Thanks to the partnership
between Aichi Shukutoku University and my
university, it made it easier for me to explore
the new culture, which is completely different
from what I'm used to.

One noticeable difference between Japan
and my country is the people. Everyone in
Japan is very polite and friendly. For example,
when | go to supermarkets, they are kind and
helpful. If | were to go to a supermarket in
Belgium, they would give me this dirty look as
a new customer. It's a pleasant experience to
walk around in Japan because everyone is so
nice.
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Did you enjoy reading the GLOCOM Newsletter?
We would like to get your feedback to make

the newsletter better. Feel free to contact us

with any comments and requests:
rtomoike@asu.aasa.ac.jp

Don’t miss out on the next issue!

Newsletter Team Members
3rd-year students: Ryoga Akinaga, Akira Hoshi, Kazuma

Yuasa
2nd-year students:  Asami Murata, Honoka Nakai

1st-year students: Gaito Banno, Yuzuha Izumi, Miwa

Kanada, Mika Kawai, Sana Sugiura,
Himeka Suzuki, Honoka Yasuda
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