| The GLOCOM Newsletter -y

Hello, everyone! This is the twelfth publication from
the GLOCOM Faculty-Student Council.

We hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter and

become more familiar with GLOCOM!

Ask our FEP
teachers! (1

Professor
Rob Campbell

Could you introduce your hometown?

U ZDWTRBALTWEEITEI M ?

My hometown is Athens, Ohio, USA. Athens is
famous for Ohio University. So, the university makes
it an interesting place to live, and it has a lot of really
nice nature also. | would describe it as in the middle
of nowhere, which means there is nothing close to it,
no big cities.
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What was your major in university?
RETRAZERSNEL=A?

My undergraduate major was German. | actually
started as computer science, but | changed my major
to German after | did a study abroad in Germany. My
study abroad was really amazing, so | changed my
major. And then in graduate school my major was
applied linguistics, which means learning how to be an
English teacher.
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@'S ask our FEP (First-year English Program
teachers about their hometowns, majors in
university, and reasons why they chose their
current careers! In this issue, we interviewed
Professor Rob Campbell.
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What led you to choose your current career?

EDESIBREDTYITEEATZDTIM?

My interest in teaching developed when | was in
Europe. After | graduated university, | had a
scholarship to be a teacher in Austria. | did that
because | wanted to practice German and live in
Europe. | didn’t really care about teaching then, but
that experience made me interested in teaching. So,
| went to graduate school to get a master’ s degree,
and | taught at Ohio University for a few years, and
then | had the chance to come to Japan. So, | took the
chance because | wanted to try something new.
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Study Abroad Experiences
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The Faculty of Global Communication (GLOCOM) offers Study Abroad programs every year from June to September. We
asked three students who went to Canada and the United States to answer questions regarding their study abroad
experiences.
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What has been your most rewarding accomplishment in Canada?
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It is making new friends there. | think it's not easy to have
a conversation in English with GLOCOM students who
came to Canada from Japan because we usually speak in
Japanese. Many foreign students come to Simon Fraser
University. The common language for all of us studying
abroad from different countries is English, so making friends
and talking with them can lead to creating an environment
for speaking English.

| don't usually act very assertively, but | thought | wouldn’t
be able to do anything if | didn't act. | brought Japanese
sweets to give to foreign students who were taking classes
in the same classroom, so at first, | spoke to them to give
the sweets to them. This led us to exchange sweets from
each other's countries and become friends. Then, we had
lunch together and had a good time. | think making friends
from different countries is a very good experience because

we can share information about each other's countries.

(Miwa KANADA (pictured in the front),

Simon Fraser University)
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What kind of culture shock have you experienced in the U.S.?
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The biggest culture shock | experienced during Study
Abroad in San Diego, America, was that the local people are
very friendly. For example, when | got on the bus, | greeted
the driver with “Hi!” and the driver also greeted me with
“Hello!” or “How was your day?” When | got off the bus, the
driver often said, “Thank you!” Sometimes | saw passengers
enjoying small talk with the driver. In
addition, when | went shopping and
entered a store, the store clerks felt
free to talk to me. Once, the clerk
asked me where | was from. When
| told her | was from Japan, she
spoke simple Japanese. : L

In Japan, the image of bus @
drivers and store clerks is that :
they are polite and courteous and
only talk to their customers to the
necessary bare minimum. Therefore, | felt culture shock at
the friendliness of Americans. At first, | was a little confused.
However, | could gradually feel the warmth of the people,
and then | tried to communicate with them actively.

(Honoka YASUDA (pictured in the left),
San Diego State University)
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How did your studies at GLOCOM help you? Is there anything you wish you had done before studying abroad?

FhlE. FFIC T FRD FEP (First-year English Program) | think FEP (First-year English Program) in particular
TOEUONBITI>TcEBWET, HF T DAL DETHE helped me. The local people speak very fast and have
EDAE—RAELS. HOEHNELI. LAL. FAY accents. | was a little used to English from the All-English
==} N A o N

) . ez s classes at GLOCOM, so | could understand what they
ALTO All English ORREE L TRECD LERTY wanted to say. Also, people in Canada explained things
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X, AFYDANIeBIGE. IDIEBRT ZFETCERDHEE to this, | think | was able to communicate with them without
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RSEAC OS2 -4 — g VAR EBNES, | wish | had tried to increase my vocabulary before my
" . study abroad. In speaking,
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Awards Ceremony #
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GLOCOM recognizes students twice a year for outstanding
achievements in English language studies in the faculty. In June
2024, one student received the GLOCOM 900 Club (an award for
students who have attained a very high level of English language
skills), and three students received the GLOCOM Ascent Award (an
award for students whose English language skills have drastically
” improved).

GLOCOM 900 Club ORE&  BR Hi%é/\, Third-year student Dan FUJIWARA, who received the

Dan FUJIWARA, GLOCOM 900 Club recipient G| 0COM 900 Club award, also received the GLOCOM Ascent
Award in November 2023, making him the fourth double recipient
since the department was founded in 2016!

o
900 Club
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In the spring semester of 2024, we accepted eleven exchange students from our partner universities to GLOCOM as
Special Credit-Auditors. We asked students from Korea and Germany to talk about the reason why they decided to
come to Japan and their experiences during study abroad.

The reason | chose Japan as my study
abroad destination was to experience the
®) Japanese countryside, culture, anime, and
| cuisine, which | love. Tokyo and Osaka are
popular and easy to get to from Korea, but
# Nagoya has a special image for me as a place
for living rather than sightseeing, so | chose
Nagoya as my destination.

One of my most memorable experiences
while studying in Japan was staying at my
friend’s buddy's house in Shizuoka. (“Buddies”
support international students to make their life
in Japan smoother.) | had dinner with his family
and slept on futons in a traditional Japanese
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I_DARK house with tatami mats, etc. His mother made 7=, /N OB S ADE S IF A ICERIEH

Jin Hee miso soup for breakfast, which was a precious  %Z/E>T< & h,. SELERICAENDEL
Kookmin University experience. Then, his father took us by cartoa 7z, £z, NF1 DERXTANELILNER
(Korea) place where we could see Mt. Fuji, and | was X 2P CECENTITo>CLFah, &

very impressed to see the real Mt. Fuiji
very close up.
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(Murata)
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During the pandemic | suddenly had more
free time and was looking for a new hobby.
Since | had already studied European
languages which are similar to each other in
many ways, | wanted to study Japanese. But
since there were no Japanese people in my city
| knew of, my only choice was to use the hZBLTRA T+« TDARE &EHAE
Internet to practice my Japanese with natives. FEIREBZIHUHHDEFATU . &
Unfortunately, | don't really like talking indirectly ~ &&H 5. FAEA V5 —FR v b ETHEER
through the Internet, so | made up my mindto  ICEI ZEDHBIRDIFETRIBE W, B
go to Japan using the exchange program of my  AFZEZFEIREZT Sfcdhlc. ThAOKRFED
university in order to practice my Japanese RMEFHEZERAL TCAKRICTIIEZ
speaking ability. ReHFEU T,

| have experienced many amazing BAICKTLER. D FHZDBRWEREZ Adrian Paul
moments since | came to Japan. One of my BIULTEH U, WD THERIED ROSSA
favorite things about traveling is encounters O &DiE. RHEDAL EDEEZWTY, Fl _
with local people. For example, a small girl in (¥, IRETIF, NSBLZOFHRED Z Stuttgart Media
Gifu showed us around the shrine where she U TEEATWcHEZRERNL T<NEL University
was playing and catching bugs. 2o (Banno) (Germany)
Contactus ~¥ Newsletter Team Members

Did you enjoy reading the GLOCOM Newsletter?

We would like to get your feedback to make 3rd-year students:  Asami Murata, Honoka Nakai

the newsletter better. Feel free to contact
Gaito Banno, Yuzuha Izumi, Miwa

us with any comments and requests: 2nd-year students:

sshinoha@asu.aasa.ac.jp Kanada, Sana Sugiura, Himeka Suzuki,

Don’t miss out on the next issue!

Honoka Yasuda
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