| The GLOCOM Newsletter ¥

Hello, everyone! This is the thirteenth publication from

the GLOCOM Faculty-Student Council.

We hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter and

become more familiar with GLOCOM!

Could you introduce your hometown?
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My hometown is a town called Kericho in Kenya. It's

a very small town, about six hours from the capital,
Nairobi. Kericho is famous for tea; it's one of the biggest
exporters of tea. And the weather is very nice. It's very
cool, because the altitude is very high.
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What was your major in university?
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| went to a university in Kenya and | studied interior
design for four years for my bachelor’'s degree. After that,
| came to Japan and | did my master’s degree in
architecture for two years in Japan.
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Let's ask the teachers of the First-year English
Program (FEP), an intensive English program for
first-year students in the Faculty of Global
Communication (GLOCOM), about their
hometowns, university majors, and reasons why
they chose their current careers! In this issue,
we interviewed Professor Lois C. Leleito.
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What led you to choose your current career?
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| came to Japan after my university in Kenya. | came
to Japan because | wanted to study more about interior
design and architecture. | chose to come to Japan
because when | was a child, | saw a TV program called
Japan Topics and | was interested in Japan because |
thought Japan was very advanced technologically. So, |
really wanted to come and see that.

When | was a graduate student in Japan, | started
teaching English as a part-time job and | really loved
teaching. So even after graduating, | changed my career
to become a teacher. After teaching many years and
studying to teach, | made it to be my permanent career.
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Study Abroad Experience

BHREARZEIRBEZZEORAREZHESFTELTCVWET, SEIF. A FUVRDI—7 - &> b -3 Vv KRFEITKE
SN A FEDFE—RSAICTIBRICET 20 2HDERICEAEZEL T oL E LT,

Aichi Shukutoku University offers a variety of study abroad programs, including exchange programs. We asked
Kazuma Yuasa, a fourth-year student who was sent to York St John University in the United Kingdom to answer
several questions regarding his exchange program.
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(Left)y The Stadium de Toulouse in Toulouse, France: The
Japan vs. Chile rugby match was held here.
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(Right) The iconic red telephone box in London: There was a
queue of people waiting to take a picture here.
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What made you decide to aim for the exchange program ?
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| had been interested in the exchange program since | entered university. The experience | had in the U.S. during
my sophomore year in the Study Abroad program was what led me to seriously aim for it. | had played baseball from
the fourth grade of elementary school until my third year of high school. During my time in the Study Abroad program,
| watched a Major League Baseball game, and | was overwhelmed by the intensity of the performances and the high
level of play and thought, “I want to work here someday.” | realized that | would need marketing and business skills to
make this dream come true, and studying these skills at an overseas graduate school became one of my goals.
Therefore, | aimed for a one-year exchange program as preparation for entering an overseas graduate school.
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What were some of the challenges of the exchange program?
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The exchange program was a great environment to improve my English skills, as | was taking the same courses
as local students whose native language was English. However, studying in such an environment was very
challenging. | particularly struggled with the fast pace of English spoken by teachers and classmates, as well as the
large volume of assignments.

Additionally, living in a foreign country for a year was difficult. There was no bathtub, only showers; the food did
not suit my tastes; and | sometimes had financial difficulties because part-time work was not allowed during the
program.
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Please send a message to those who are thinking about the exchange program.
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Studying abroad has the potential to change your life. | have personally experienced studying abroad twice —
once through the Study Abroad program and once through the exchange program, and | plan to attend graduate
school in the U.S. after graduation. If you are considering an exchange program, go for it! I’'m rooting for you!

(Suzuki and Yasuda)
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Nakamura who joined GLOCOM in at graduate schools in England and
September 2024. Denmark.
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When you were a newspaper journalist, did you have intercultural experiences?
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After working as a newspaper journalist for 5 years, | decided to study journalism at an overseas graduate school.
Many of my classmates were newspaper journalists and TV reporters like me. During a conversation with other
journalists about our jobs, | mentioned that | was responsible for covering the police beat and often cooperated with
police to get information. However, they were surprised and questioned why | relied on the police, saying that the
police are the enemy of journalism. In Japan, people generally trust the police, and | believe it is important to cooperate
with them sometimes to protect journalism. However, | was shocked to learn that this perspective is not acceptable in
some other countries.
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Why did you choose a career as a university faculty after working as a newspaper journalist for five years?
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| have been interested in academics since | was a university student. | felt the need to broaden my knowledge
even after graduation, so | decided | would get a job at a newspaper company. At the request of my boss at the time,
| went to conduct interviews in the areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake immediately after the quake.
However, the situation was like a war site that is still difficult to comprehend even today. | struggled with my article,
worrying that it might not be enough for the victims, and | wondered how | could effectively convey the severity of the
situation. | also questioned how | could contribute if a major event such as a disaster or war occurred in Japan. So, |
decided to go to study abroad. While studying abroad in Europe for about three years, | learned about conflict and
media. | decided to take up a teaching position at university so that | could make use of the knowledge and experience
| had gained.

(lzumi, Kanada, and Murata)

JRT7IALTIE, FIC2E AERORFBAEICEVTENLKRZ
HIFF-FEERELTVET, 2024 F£ 11 BICIE. 2ZDFEN
GLOCOM 900 Club GEBICHWREEERRNZHICDOILFEICER
LNBE) &, 3ZBDFEEH GLOCOM Ascent Award (EEEERBEN A
RERICAELI-FEICEZONDSE) 22 NETNZE L. REANT
b E L7,

Twice a year, GLOCOM recognizes students with outstanding
achievements in English language studies in the faculty. In November
2024, two students received the GLOCOM 900 Club (an award for
students who have attained a very high level of English language
skills), and three students received the GLOCOM Ascent Award (an
award for students whose English language skills have drastically
improved). A ceremony was held to honor their achievements.
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In the fall semester of 2024, we accepted five exchange students from our partner universities to GLOCOM as Special

Credit-Auditors. We asked a student from Australia to talk about differences between university life in Japan and
Australia and favorite things about Japan.

What are the differences between university life in Japan and Australia?
ABREA—RFFVTOREEFDEVIIFATTH?

There’s a lot. The way the classes are structured is very different. For example, in
Japan, I'm taking seven classes. In Australia, | would only take four, but those four
classes | have a lot more work to do. The amount of homework per class in Japan is
not as much as in Australia, but since | have more classes, the total time that | spend
on assignments is about the same.

As for my campus life, | really like the iHouse, a dormitory for international students
on Nagakute Campus. | wasn't living in a dorm back in Australia, | was just living with . Neil Yusuke
my parents, so it’s nice to experience that as well. There are a few differences regarding HASHIMOTO
campus cafeterias as well. In Australia, the cafeteria on campus is privately owned, so from
one meal would go for about 2,500 yen. That's why | really appreciate the cafeteria on  RESMACEIWAIREEICHE
campus here, because it’s like 450 yen.
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What are your favorite things about Japan? BEDOBAIZED LS5 B EZATTH?

My mother is Japanese, so | have come to Japan many times to see my grandparents since | was a child. The
food in Japan is absolutely amazing. | like all Japanese foods. | especially like butadon made in Obihiro, Hokkaido,
where my mother’s family lives.

| also really like how a lot of the stores are focused on customer convenience. In Australia, for example, if you
walk into a restaurant, there’s a lot you must do for yourself, but in Japan there are so many things just laid out and
ready for you on the table. You don’t have to stress about anything like a hand towel or chopsticks.
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(Aoyama, Banno, and Uchimura)

Contactus ~x Newsletter Team Members

Did you enjoy reading the GLOCOM Newsletter? 3rd-year students: Asami Murata, Honoka Nakai
We would like to get your feedback to make 2nd-year students: Gaito Banno, Yuzuha Izumi, Miwa

the newsletter better. Feel free to contact us Kanada, Sana Sugiura, Himeka Suzuki,

with any comments and requests: Honoka Yasuda

rtomoike@asu.aasa.ac.jp

1st-year students: Kanami Aoyama, Meguna Uchimura

Don’t miss out on the next issue!




