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Hello, everyone! This is the fifteenth publication from
the GLOCOM Faculty-Student Council.

We hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter and

become more familiar with GLOCOM!

Ask Our FEP Teachers! (3)

Let's ask the teachers of the First-year English Program (FEP), an intensive
English program for the first-year students at the Faculty of Global
Communication (GLOCOM), about their hometowns, university majors, and
reasons why they chose their current careers! In this issue, we interviewed
Professor Alison Groves.
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Could you introduce your hometown?

What led you to choose your current career?
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| grew up in Glenbrook, a small town in the Blue
Mountains in Australia. It's located inside a national park,
which is also a eucalyptus forest, soit’'s really green and
full of birds and animals like wallabies and kangaroos. The
air smells sweet because of the eucalyptus oil, and from
far away, the mountains look blue from the haze.
That’s why it’s called the Blue Mountains.
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What was your major in university?
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My major was art theory, which is between art history
and philosophy, basically the philosophy of art. | really
loved it. | also did curatorial work and worked in art
institutions, and | still stay involved with art today.
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I've always had a strong interest in Japanese culture,
art, and social issues, and living and working in Japan has
deepened my passion for young people here.

In Australia, | taught art and design at a university, but
since coming to Japan, I've found that teaching at a
university is the best way to communicate with young
Japanese people.

Teaching at Aichi Shukutoku University allows me to
understand the psychology, concerns, and hopes of
Japanese youth better, which is what excites me about
teaching. While | enjoy teaching English, my true passion
lies in connecting with and communicating with my
students.
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Study Abroad Experiences
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GLOCOM offers Study Abroad programs every year from June to September. In the 2025 academic year, 74
students studied at six different universities in the United States, Canada, Australia, and Vietnam. In this issue, we
asked five students who studied abroad in the United States and Australia to share their experiences, including their
student life and travel experiences, challenges they faced, and advice and messages for future participants.

| studied abroad in Hawaii at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. There, | studied
the four basic skills—listening, reading, speaking, and writing—and also learned
about American culture and the language and history of Hawaii.

On weekends, | spent time with my host family. One day, we even took a trip
around the whole island of Oahu! My most impressive memory was visiting Pearl
Harbor with them. There, | watched a war movie and visited the USS Arizona
Memorial. It was a valuable and educational experience for me.

| also visited places like Kualoa Ranch and Diamond Head with friends.
Furthermore, when | was walking around Waikiki, | heard Hawaiian music and felt
the lively atmosphere of the city. These trips helped me enjoy my time in Hawaii even
more. In addition, | enjoyed eating Hawaiian food such as poke, acai, and garlic
shrimp, and they were all very delicious. Hawaii had a very bright atmosphere, and
both the place and the people made me smile naturally.

Living in Hawaii was great, but some things were difficult. For me, using the bus
was the hardest part. The buses often didn’'t come on time, so | had to check Google
Maps frequently.

For anyone who wants to study in Hawaii, | recommend learning about Japan
before you go. You will often be asked, “What is Japan like?” Being able to answer
that question will make conversations easier and more fun.

We studied abroad in America and attended San Diego State University. Our
school life in the U.S. was very flexible because classes finished before lunch, so
we had a lot of time in the afternoon.

We studied listening, speaking, grammar, pronunciation, and American culture
and history. Joining a higher-level class gave us more chances to interact with
students from other countries. These experiences helped us improve our English
skills and build our confidence.

On weekends, we visited many beaches in San Diego, went shopping, and
traveled to Los Angeles. There are so many tourist spots that we never got bored
exploring new places.

Before studying abroad, it is helpful to register a credit or debit card on Apple
Pay. By doing this, we did not need to take out our wallets every time we made a
payment, which made daily life much smoother and more convenient, especially
when using public transportation or shopping. In addition, researching the places
you want to visit in advance is a good idea because it helps you plan schedules
efficiently and saves time during the stay.

One difficult thing we experienced was that the host family’s food did not always
suit our tastes. Since food is an important part of daily life, this sometimes caused
stress. In such situations, it is better to communicate honestly and politely with the
host family so they can understand your preferences and improve the situation.
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| went to study abroad at Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT
University) in Melbourne, Australia. There, | mainly studied listening, reading, and
speaking. The classes were divided by level, so | was able to study at a level that
suited me. The teachers there were very supportive. When | was frustrated with writing,
they taught me a lot.

In addition, since there were not many Japanese students, | could make friends
from other countries. In our classes, we had a lot of classes that involved group work,
so we had to cooperate in English and communicate a lot. Therefore, | could
experience the differences in ways of thinking and values, and my communication
skills improved because of it.

After classes, | went to restaurants and tried different foods, and | also visited
many cafés. On weekends, | went to famous places and met my host family’s relatives.
At that time, | played with children and talked with their parents. | went to a stadium to
watch Australian football, the zoo to see Australian animals, and Puffing Billy to ride a
unique train, and more.

In Melbourne, there are many places where you can enjoy entertainment. Also,
RMIT University is located in the city, so there are many transportation options to go
anywhere you want. If you want to study English while enjoying Australia, | highly
recommend RMIT University.

| went to Melbourne in Australia for the Study Abroad program at Deakin
University, and | studied Australian history there. Based on my experiences, | have two
pieces of advice before you visit Australia.

First, you have to bring a folding umbrella because the weather is very
changeable. Second, you must save money. Prices are much higher than in Japan.

| had some struggles during my study abroad. The struggle that was hardest for
me was my homestay. My host parents were from Indonesia, so it was very hard for
me to understand their English. Also, Australians’ manners were different from those
in Japan. | recommend that you learn about Australian manners before going there.

Deakin University was a very nice place to learn English. The teachers were kind
and there were many events where | could communicate with students from different
countries. There were also some good cafés, where | could relax and enjoy campus
life.

Australia has many great restaurants, cafés, and beautiful beaches. | went to
cafés five times a week because the coffee was really good. “Tone Coffee” was the
best coffee shop in Melbourne, so | recommend it!

In conclusion, Deakin University in Melbourne is very good and comfortable for
studying abroad. | highly recommend choosing Australia!
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Twice a year, GLOCOM recognizes students with outstanding achievements in i\
English language studies in the faculty. In October 2025, Yuna Ichimoto (left)
received the GLOCOM 900 Club (an award for students who have attained a
very high level of English language skills), and Yui Kaneko (right) received the
GLOCOM Ascent Award (an award for students whose English language skills
have drastically improved). A ceremony was held to honor their achievements. \
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Interview with a Fourth-Year Student
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L % L7z, We Interviewed Asami Murata, a fourth-year student who is about to graduate, about what she had learned
and tried throughout her university life.
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Contactus )r Newsletter Team Members

) ) ) 3rd-year students: Yuzuha Izumi, Miwa Kanada, Sana Sugiura,
Did you enjoy reading the GLOCOM Newsletter?

We would like to get your feedback to make
the newsletter better. Feel free to contact us 2nd-year students: Kanami Aoyama, Hiina Asai, Meguna

Himeka Suzuki, Honoka Yasuda

mayuhoku@asu.aasa.ac.jp

1st-year students: Moa Araki, Ayana Horibe, Miku Matsufuiji,

Don’t miss out on the next issue' Reina Matsushita, Miyu Yamazaki
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