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Hello, everyone! This is a special issue of the GLOCOM
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this issue and become more familiar with GLOCOM!
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The Faculty of Global Communication (GLOCOM) was founded in 2016. This
year, we celebrate its 10th anniversary. We interviewed Professor Kay Nakago,

who is one of the founders and the dean of GLOCOM.
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What was the philosophy behind the foundation of
GLOCOM?
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GLOCOM

When we started the Faculty of Global
Communication, we did not want to only teach students
how to listen, speak, read, and write English. We
believed that English is just one tool for communicating
with people. The real goal was to help students become
global citizens with wide knowledge, different
experiences, and an international way of thinking. This
idea became the faculty's main philosophy. We also
tried to help students understand the features of the
faculty and feel more connected to it. For example, we
named the First-year English Program “FEP,” we gave
the faculty the abbreviation of “GLOCOM,” and we also
created a faculty logo. The small mark above the "O"
shows both the English accent mark and the image of
students going out into the world.
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Now that it is the 10th anniversary of the department’s
founding, do you feel that it has become the faculty
that the teachers imagined? Also, please tell us about
your hopes for the future.
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GLOCOM was opened as a rare faculty in this
region, conducting all undergraduate specialized
courses in English. GLOCOM is characterized by All
English classes and a required Study Abroad
program. In a sense, it is the ideal form of an English-
related program and is supported by many current and
prospective students. In the future, more students will
study English and take classes in English in junior and
senior high schools. GLOCOM needs to continue
providing good education and student support.
Therefore, it is important to consider what kind of
education and student support GLOCOM should
provide to meet their needs.

(Kurachi, Uchimura, Yamazaki, and Yatsuya)



Messages from GLOGOM Professors
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To commemorate the 10th anniversary of the founding of GLOCOM, Professors Akiko Fukumoto, Danny Molden, and
Jennifer McGee, who were involved in the establishment of the department along with Professor Nakago, have written
some messages about the strengths of GLOCOM students and their hopes for the future.
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What do you think is the strengths of the students in GLOCOM?
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Although students differ as individuals, one of the strengths of GLOCOM students is
their enthusiasm for learning and their ability to maintain consistent effort over time.
Whether working toward higher TOEIC scores, organizing events to interact with
international students, providing helpful guidance and information to junior students, serving
as student staff, or participating in club activities and extracurricular activities, they have
consistently demonstrated dedication in a wide range of endeavors. | hope that GLOCOM fBARBEFEE
students will continue to uphold this proud tradition and strive for even greater  Prof. Akiko Fukumoto
achievements in the future.
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In today's increasingly globalized society, how do you hope GLOCOM graduates will make a difference?
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Ideally, | would like to see GLOCOM students find their own path to contribute to the
increasingly global society in ways that suit them personally and meet the needs of that
society. | hope that students will be able to use the academic skills they studied here to
understand the issues that face us in the 21st century. | also hope the students will be able
to use the communication skills they learned to connect with people around the globe. And
| hope the values emphasized in GLOCOM help them to appreciate both Japanese culture
and the various cultures they encounter.
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How do you hope GLOCOM students will spend their four years at the university?
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| think university life in Japan is a time when students can explore the world more
freely than at other times in their lives. Studying for entrance exams is over, but you're not v A

yet a full-time working member of society. So, I'd like students to spend their time in
GLOCOM not just learning English, but learning about the world and thinking about your
place in it. | hope this is a time you can be curious, explore different ways of thinking and
living, and find a path forward that is meaningful for you.
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(Goto, Hamase, Iwasaki, and Sawada)
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Twice a year, GLOCOM recognizes students with outstanding
achievements in English language studies in the faculty. In May 2026,
Nanami Matsuda, a third-year student, received the GLOCOM Ascent
Award (an award for students whose English language skills have
dramatically improved). A ceremony was held to honor her achievement.
We interviewed her about how she studied for TOEIC® Listening &
Reading Test.
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How did you improve your TOEIC score?
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| became motivated to study for the TOEIC because my interest in studying abroad as an exchange student
increased after participating in the second-year Study Abroad program. | realized that | needed to improve my English
skills in order to apply, and this sense of urgency, along with my desire to achieve my study abroad goal, led me to
focus more on TOEIC preparation. In the second half of my second year, | was also motivated by the students around
me who began to pay attention to their TOEIC scores. My competitive personality and sense of urgency helped
increase my motivation even further.

| took a course called “TOEIC Training | d (Listening and Reading),” which is intended for students who have
already scored over 600. | consistently worked on preparation and review using three textbooks, as well as assigned
tasks. In particular, while practicing reading exercises to strengthen my reading skills, | expanded my vocabulary of
business-related words that frequently appear on the TOEIC. This helped me understand English texts more easily.
Furthermore, I've made an effort to expose myself to English daily by listening to music and watching movies and TV
series. As a result, my TOEIC score increased by 330 points over a period of approximately one and a half years. My
goal is not simply to improve my TOEIC score but to develop my overall English ability. In particular, | would like to

improve my speaking skills. (Asai, Horibe, linuma, Inoue, and Yamazaki)

Graduation Party for the Class of 2025
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Last March, GLOCOM had a graduation party to
celebrate the graduating seniors of 2025 at the
Strings Hotel Nagoya. It was a happy evening with
many smiling faces, flowers, congratulations, food
and drink!




Interview with a GLOCOM Graduate
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We interviewed Risa Yamaguchi, who graduated from GLOCOM’s first cohort in March 2020 and is currently
working as a flight attendant and a “JAL Furusato Ambassador” with Japan Airlines Co., Ltd., about what she
learned at GLOCOM and her current job, the activity she focused on, and her experiences with job hunting.
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3rd-year students: Kanami Aoyama, Hiina Asai, Ai Sawada,

Did you enjoy reading the GLOCOM Newsletter? i
Meguna Uchimura

We would like to get your feedback to make

the newsletter better. Feel free to contact us 2nd-year students: Ayana Horibe, Yui Nogami,
Reina Matsushita, Miku Matsufuji,

with any comments and requests: ) o .
Miyu Yamazaki, Rina Yamazaki

mayuhoku@asu.aasa.ac.jp
1st-year students: Hiiro Abe, Ayana Furuichi, Rio Goto,

- - Hana linuma, Sawa Inoue, Miyu Kurachi,
Don’t miss out on the next issue! Mako Komada, Miku Hamase, Yuuka Yatsuya




