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We hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter and

become more familiar with GLOCOM!

The enrollment capacity of the Faculty of Global Communication
(GLOCOM), which was previously 60 students, was increased to 80
students starting in April 2025. As a result, GLOCOM classrooms were
moved from the 6th floor of Building 3 to the 3rd floor of Building 5.

The center of GLOCOM’s floor is the Study Hall. In the Study
Hall, students work on assignments and self-study between classes
and spend time talking and having lunch together. Awards ceremonies
for students who have achieved excellent results in English studies,
and other events organized by students and faculty members, are also
held in the Study Hall. The new Study Hall on the 3rd floor of Building
5 is also expected to be used as a place for students to learn and
interact.
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We asked a first-year student how he uses the Study Hall. He
told us that it is not only a relaxing place, but also very convenient
for self-study because it offers a wide variety of English
dictionaries and learning materials. Since students can choose
materials based on their learning goals and level, it's also useful
for studying for language tests such as TOEIC. The Study Hall has
become a comfortable space where students can both relax and
focus on learning.

(Izumi, Kanada, Matsushita, and Sawada)
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Please tell us about a memorable event during your exchange program.
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About a month after | started studying abroad, a hurricane struck, and the university was closed for about two
months. This left a strong impression on me. At the time, | was living in a dormitory, but during the university closure,
| stayed at my American roommate’s family home. During that time, the teachers at GLOCOM kept in touch with me,
and | felt greatly encouraged by their constant support, even though they were far away.
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| like that the teachers and the students are close to each other. When my teacher was strict with me, | sometimes
felt down, thinking, “Why am | being criticized when I'm trying so hard?” However, after | started working full-time, |
realized how rare it is to have someone give me advice, and how grateful | was for the guidance | received back then.
| believe that was possible because there was a relationship of trust between the teachers and students.
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It is important to keep working steadily toward your goals. Even if you understand what you need to do in your
head, you may still end up putting it off. But if you do that, you won’t be able to gain a lot of learning and experience
during your valuable four years in university.

It is also important to regularly reflect on whether you are making progress toward your goals and not
compromising every week or month. You don’t have to give it your all every single day, but if you do your best when
it matters, you will surely feel a sense of accomplishment when you graduate.
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Mayuho Kunogi: Enrolled in the Faculty of Global Communication at Aichi Shukutoku
University in 2017. During her time at the university, she studied abroad as an exchange
student at University of North Carolina at Wilmington (North Carolina, USA), a partner
university of Aichi Shukutoku University, from August of her second year to May of her third
year. During her 10-month stay, she studied communication studies, education, and
psychology. After graduating from Aichi Shukutoku University in March 2021, she enrolled
in the graduate school at University of Hawaii at Manoa (Hawaii, USA) and completed a

master’s degree in the Department of Second Language Studies. After returning to Japan, she worked as a teacher at
a high school and in April 2025, she became an assistant professor at the Faculty of Global Communication at Aichi
Shukutoku University, the university she graduated from.

(Asai, Matsufuji, Sugiura, and Uchimura)
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Twice a year, GLOCOM recognizes students with outstanding
achievements in English language studies in the faculty. In May 2025, two
students received the GLOCOM Ascent Award (an award for students
whose English language skills have drastically improved). A ceremony was
held to honor their achievements.
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We interviewed Renshin Oyama, who received the GLOCOM Ascent Award in November 2024, and Honoka Banno,
who received the award in May 2025, about how they studied for TOEIC Listening & Reading Test.
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| studied using a vocabulary book for about two hours during my train commute. |
also studied grammar for about one hour at the Global Plaza (the 2nd floor of Building
5). After returning home, | practiced shadowing for about an hour. On weekends, | added
TOEIC official practice tests to my routine.

The textbooks | used included TOEIC L&R Test Grammar Problems: 1000
Questions and TOEIC L&R TEST Ondoku Tokkyu (reading-aloud express): Building
Listening Skills, and | also used English texts from TOEIC official practice tests. | took
classes such as “TOEIC Training | a”, but | felt that the weekly 90-minute classes weren’t
enough, so | consistently engaged in self-study.
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I mainly improved my TOEIC score through classes called “TOEIC Training (I b, |
c).” In these classes, we had weekly assignments, and there were review quizzes based
on the previous lessons and homework, so | spent a lot of time preparing for those.

| worked through the textbook used in the class two to three times, and about two
weeks before the TOEIC Listening & Reading Test, | also started studying vocabulary s -
using a book called TOEIC L&R TEST: Golden Phrase. | focused on studying the IRBIIDTEX A
vocabulary needed to achieve my target score, making the most of my time during train
rides and even a few minutes before going to bed. My daily goal was to memorize
around 20 to 30 new words, although | wasn’t too strict about the exact number.
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Honoka Banno

*Book titles are translated into English by the authors of this article.
(Araki, Nakayama, Suzuki, and Yamazaki)
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In the spring semester of 2025, we accepted eleven exchange students from our partner universities to GLOCOM as
Special Credit-Auditors. We asked a student from Germany to talk about her impressions of Japan and what she
learned through her study abroad experience.

How has your impression of Japan changed before and after your visit?
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| wanted to understand Japan from multiple perspectives, so | came here to see
it for myself. | had an image of Japan that is both highly technological and rich in
historical culture. When | came to Japan, | found that both were true and realized
that there is even more diversity than | had expected. Furthermore, | have learned
that courtesy and respect play a very important role in everyday life and behavior,
so | have learned more than | imagined before coming.
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What did you gain through your study abroad experience in Japan?
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Coming here and learning about Japan, while living in the iHouse (a dormitory for international students on
Nagakute Campus), gave me the opportunity to interact with people from different backgrounds and learn about
different cultures. Also, stepping out of my comfort zone would help me with the changes in my future, so | believe
this experience definitely helped me.

BARZHN. BRIZDWTEUY, TANIR (RAFXF Y UNRRICHLIBFER) ITEAZI LT, SFEIFEFLERE
FOARERRL, BEAXILIZODVWTESEREZF/EL, F-. BROEBENRLALREN D —HHIBEAET Z
LiF. BODFEEEADBMIFICHLLRYETS, COBERRIMEBVGCERITES>TITSRIZESTVR ERWET,

Have your ideas or habits changed through your life in Japan?
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My daily life in Japan is very different from what | was used to back home. For example, | have learned to think
more about others and the whole community. | have also become more mindful about things such as not being in a
rush so much, and not eating while walking, but instead being more mindful as | walk. | think that is a nice practice.
| think | have learned some new habits that | will try to keep even after | return home.
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(Aoyama, Horibe, and Yasuda)

Contactus )r Newsletter Team Members

) ) ) 3rd-year students: Yuzuha Izumi, Miwa Kanada, Sana Sugiura,
Did you enjoy reading the GLOCOM Newsletter?

We would like to get your feedback to make
the newsletter better. Feel free to contact us 2nd-year students: Kanami Aoyama, Hiina Asai, Meguna

Himeka Suzuki, Honoka Yasuda

rtomolke@asu.aasa.ac.jp 1st-year students: Moa Araki, Ayana Horibe, Miku Matsufuiji,

Don’t miss out on the next issue' Reina Matsushita, Miyu Yamazaki
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