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=Course Sample= 
Introduction to Communication ←Course Title Semester (Fall: Sept- Jan, Spring: Apr –Aug)↓ 

GLOCOM ←Department YEAR: 1  Fall ○ Spring 

This class will introduce basic concepts and major areas of communication studies from the perspective of reading, 

listening, speaking, and writing. By the end of this course, students will raise their awareness of communication 

phenomena in daily life through lectures and in-class exercises and will be expected to improve their English 

communication competency． 

↑Course Descriptions 
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<Hoshigaoka Campus: Department of Global Communication> 

 
Introduction to Communication Studies 

GLOCOM YEAR: 1 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class will introduce basic concepts and major areas of communication studies from the perspective of reading, 

listening, speaking, and writing. By the end of this course, students will raise their awareness of communication 

phenomena in daily life through lectures and in-class exercises and will be expected to improve their English 

communication competency． 

Interpersonal Communication 

GLOCOM YEAR: 1 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class focuses on communication processes in two-person and small-group settings. Primary concern is given to 

understanding the process of creating meanings so that students will establish relationships while they achieve the 

assigned tasks. 

Nonverbal Communication 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class focuses on the nonverbal dimension of interpersonal communication, with emphasis on its cultural 

implications.  In this class, students investigate appearance, the environment, perception of time and the application 

of nonverbal theories to interpersonal interactions, as well as study the codes people often refer to as “body 

language.” They are expected to improve their understanding of and responses to the nonverbal messages used by 

individuals they relate to personal and professional contexts.  Course content emphasizes both theory and practical 

application. 

World Englishes 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

The class provides an overview of the historical reasons behind the global expansion of the English language. Further, 

the course also examines factors in the development of language variation such as language change, language 

planning, language contact, migration, and second language teaching. The course will also attempt to provide 

students with insights into sociolinguistic theories concerning linguistic variability in World Englishes including 

language contact, linguistic convergence and divergence, and aspects influencing the processes of standardization. 

Introduction to Language Studies 

 

Morphology 

 

GLOCOM YEAR: 1 ○ Fall  Spring 

This course looks into various aspects of the English language.  Specifically, students will consider how sounds are 

used in English, how words are formed, and how sentences are constructed from linguistic points of view.  The aim of 

this course is to become conscious of various aspects of human language which we are usually unaware of, and to 

understand various rules about language. 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 〇 Fall  Spring 

Morphology, in linguistics, is the study of word structure.  This course provides an introduction to the study of English 

morphology.  The focus will be on a variety of word formation processes such as inflection, derivation, compounding 

and conversion and how these processes create new words.  We will discuss not only the internal structure of words 

but also the interface of morphology with phonology, syntax and semantics. 
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Persuasion 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class introduces theories of persuasive communication in English, from individual speeches to political and 

social campaigns.  Students will study examples of persuasion and create persuasive communication about a 

variety of subjects. By the end of the semester, the students will improve their communication skills in English. 

Language Acquisition 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

Children learn their language at astonishing speed. When entering school they have already mastered the basic 

grammar and vocabulary of their maternal language. Language acquisition research examines the acquisition 

process from a linguistic point of view.  In this course we will explore children's early language from the angle of 

grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and language use. We will study the beginning of speech forms like dialog and 

narration, and the early stages of reading and writing. Special attention will be paid to the language acquisition of 

bilingual children and their educational support. Implications for the acquisition of English as second language will 

be discussed. 

Social Media 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class looks at the pragmatics of social media use while preparing to study and live abroad.  Students will learn 

how to use social media safely to both minimize culture shock and maximize cultural exchange. 

 Sociolinguistics 

Japanese Popular Culture 

Japanese Performing Arts 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

Japanese culture has influenced cultures around the world through its uniqueness. Noh,  a Japanese performing art, 

with restricted movements,  influenced contemporary dances. Kabuki and its exaggerated expression influenced the 

entertainment business including animation and movies. Stages, including not only their design and architecture but 

also movements and rituals of etiquette thereon, are the universe to which the world pays great attention because 

they condense elements of Japanese culture. This class will use visual and auditory segments to illustrate those 

elements. Students will learn how to explain Japanese performing arts in English. 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

This course investigates the relationship between language and society. We will explore how language is influenced 

by many factors such as age, ethnicity, gender, and social background. We will also consider some pressing 

sociolinguistic issues in the world today such as language death, English only movements, Ebonics in education, and 

World Englishes. 

GLOCOM YEAR: 1 ○ Fall ○ Spring 

This class examines the history of reactions to Japanese popular culture （e.g. television, movies, and music） in 

the United States across the last 150 years, with a focus on recent trends in more detail.  Students will study what 

of Japan has become popular in other countries and why. 
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Gender and Communication 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class studies the cultural creation and performance of gender in Japan and the United States, comparing and 

contrasting ideals of masculinity and femininity, including behavior and appearance, in the mass media of both 

countries.  Students will study how attitudes about gender have changed over time and how gendered behavior is 

reinforced or violated through mediated communication. 

American Studies 

GLOCOM YEAR: 1 ○ Fall  Spring 

This course introduces students to the culture of the United States, with a particular focus on the spread of culture 

through literature and the mass media. Students will study the way culture is communicated through books, poems, 

television, movies, music, etc. 

Global Business 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall 〇 Spring 

As globalization proceeds, competition across national borders has intensified in business. This class examines cases 

of corporate activities centering on American and European corporations as there are many global corporations in 

the U.S. and Europe. This class also considers their influences on the Japanese economy and their competition with 

Japanese corporations. 

Global Economy 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class aims to understand the close economic and political ties between Japan and the world in English. Students 

will learn how to express their opinions about the economy simply without using complex terms and sentences in 

English. This class is a lecture based class, but requires students' participation. Choosing a current topic, students 

will learn related economic terms in English in each class. 

Readings in Language and Communication 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2,3 ○ Fall  Spring 

The Readings classes focus on improving students' reading and understanding skills while also introducing them to 

important ideas and vocabulary for further study in the Department of Global Communication. Readings in 

Language and Communication introduces students to basic information in language and communication studies. 

Readings in Global Japan Studies 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2,3 ○ Fall 〇 Spring 

The Readings classes focus on improving students' reading and understanding skills while also introducing them to 

important ideas and vocabulary for further study in the Department of Global Communication. Readings in Global 

Japan Studies introduces students to basic information in the comparative study of Japanese culture and society. 

Readings in Global Awareness I 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

The Readings classes focus on improving students' reading and understanding skills while also introducing them to 

important ideas and vocabulary for further study in the Department of Global Communication. Readings in Global 

Awareness I introduces students to basic information in international and intercultural issues. 



5  

Debate I 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class introduces students to the principles of both academic debate and debate as a style of communication in 

English.  The class will introduce students to a variety of styles of debate in English, from one on one debate to public 

discussion style debates.  Students will also participate in several debates. By the end of the semester, the students 

will improve their communication skills in English. 

Data Analysis 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

This course provides an intermediate level introduction to the use of computers as a quantitative research tool. It 

will introduce students to basic methodological and statistical issues in managing and analyzing data using specific 

computer applications. In addition patterns and relationship between variables and data will be examined. Using 

SPSS （Statistical Package for Social Sciences） software, students will calculate statistics needed for reaching 

correct and sound conclusions about research questions. 

Text Analysis 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

Text Analysis introduces students to doing research not only in texts but also about texts.  Starting with the skill of 

Close Reading, students will be instructed in a variety of methods of analyzing source materials, including 

historical, contextual, metaphorical, dramatistic, and critical cultural methods. 

American Literature 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class will introduce students to important works in American Literature.  It serves as a survey and overview of 

major and influential works of literature from Colonial times to the present day.  Students will consider to works in 

the context of culture and history as well as their influence on society.     

British Literature 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class will introduce students to important works of English Literature from the Old English period to the present 

through original texts and visual adaptations.  While attempting to provide background for historical, social, and 

philosophical perspectives, it also aims to place the canon of English literature in the current global context. 

Media and Society 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

This course lets students think about the function and role of media by understanding the situation of media in 

contemporary society.  First of all, the students will study Mass Communication theory, and then examine how 

newspapers and television, the so-called mass-media, function in daily life.  In addition, new media that are the 

symbols of the digital age, will be studied and how they function in actual society will be considered. 

Modern Japan 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class gives students further understanding of Japanese culture and opportunities to practice explaining in 

English. The first half of the course will include discussions about both traditional cultures and modern ones such as 

theatrical performance and animation. In the second half of the course, each student will choose one topic to make 

a presentation about one specific practice of Japanese culture. 
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Multiculturalism in Japan 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class will serve as a way to explore issues of multiculturalism in Japan and its implications for students’ lives and 

future careers. Although Japan is a relatively homogeneous society, the population of non-Japanese in Japan is 

increasing. Further, some groups of Japanese nationals have been treated as unfairly because they are minorities. 

Reviewing history, immigration, foreign policies, and economic situations, students will understand current issues 

about multiculturalism that Japanese society is facing and search for ways towards a more diverse, democratic 

society through their contributions as citizens. 

Discussion and Debate 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

This class introduces students to the principles of both academic debate and debate as a style of communication in 

English.  The class will introduce students to a variety of styles of debate in English, from one on one debate to 

public discussion style debates.  Students will also participate in several debates. By the end of the semester, the 

students will improve their communication skills in English. 

Organizational Communication 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

Individuals belong to various organizations or groups in the society over the life course, and their roles in 

organizations differ. This course examines individuals’ relationships to organizations, and how they behave within 

those organizations. This course also examines differences in relationships to and experiences in organizations by 

gender. Individuals’ experiences in an organization, such as workplace are likely to impact their experiences in other 

life domains, such as family, which influence overall quality of life. Furthermore, this course aims to provide 

students with opportunities to think about their own future in terms of work and other life domains. 

Special Topics in Global Japan Studies Ⅱ 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

The aim of this inter-disciplinary course is to widen the students' perspective on global issues, related especially to 

peace and conflict, by introducing the concepts of positive/negative peace, human security, and peace-building. We 

will also explore the roles Japan may play in peace-building abroad and at home. 

Seminar 2 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

This seminar aims to deepen the knowledge and ability gained during the Study Abroad. It is aimed at preparing 

students to study in detail the specialty of Global Communication. Students will study with the full-time faculty of the 

Global Communications Faculty, selecting an area of interest, and through studying about those fields, to learn the 

basic knowledge of that field and strengthen their English proficiency. 

 

(FUKUMOTO Akiko) 

Students will consider what they learned during the “Study Abroad” program from the aspect of culture. 

(McGEE Jennifer) 

Students will consider what they learned during the “Study Abroad” program from the aspect of digital media. 

(MOLDEN Dan) 

Students will consider what they learned during the “Study Abroad” program from the aspect of rhetoric. 
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Seminar 3 

Seminar 6 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

As an Intermediate Seminar in the second semester of the third year, students will not only research challenges in 

each specialized field, but also think more deeply about research methods. Students will consider what research 

topics are suitable and what research methods are appropriate. To that end, students will increase their critical 

thinking ability, enhance their ability to collect information, and study how to analyze critically. 

 
(FUKUMOTO Akiko) 

Students will start to explore their theme and topic for a graduation thesis based on their study in seminars on 

intercultural communication. 

(McGEE Jennifer) 

Students will start to explore their theme and topic for a graduation thesis based on their study in seminars on  

digital communication. 

(MOLDEN Dan) 

Students will start to explore their theme and topic for a graduation thesis based on their study in seminars on 

rhetoric. 

Seminar 7 

GLOCOM YEAR: 3 ○ Fall  Spring 

As an Intermediate Seminar at the end (in the fourth quarter) of the third grade students will integrate the knowledge 

learned so far and consider the methods of analysis for their research agenda. In addition, students will summarize the 

materials and information collected so far and will make presentations with an eye toward the graduation thesis in 

4th grade. In this way, students’ critical abilities will continue to increase. 

(FUKUMOTO Akiko) 

Students will decide their theme and topic for a graduation thesis relating to intercultural communication. 

(McGEE Jennifer) 

Students will decide their theme and topic for a graduation thesis relating to digital communication.  

(MOLDEN Dan) 

Students will decide their theme and topic for a graduation thesis relating to rhetoric. 

GLOCOM YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

Studying with full-time faculty from the Global Communications Faculty in their chosen area, students will further 

deepen the understanding in Seminar 2. Through learning activities such as writing reports and giving presentations, 

students will learn practical skills such as problem identification and resolution. 

 
 (FUKUMOTO Akiko) 

Students will learn basic knowledge and concepts related to intercultural communication. 

(McGEE Jennifer) 

Students will learn basic knowledge and concepts related to digital communication.  

(MOLDEN Dan) 

Students will learn basic knowledge and concepts related to rhetoric. 
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<Hoshigaoka Campus: Department of Global Culture and Communication> 

 
Case Study Language 4 ( Life Writing 

GCC YEAR: 1 ○ Fall 〇 Spring 

In life writing, students will write based on their own lives and those around them. Life writing can aid in reflection, 

creativity, and the development of writing skills. 

ECS 8 (Presentation 2) 

GCC YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

The students will acquire the skills and methods to give effective and persuasive presentations in English in an 
exercise format. 
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<Nagakute Campus: Department of Comprehensive English > 
 

Sociolinguistics 

Comprehensive English YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

1 to learn basic concepts and principles of cultural studies 

2 to increase perceptual skill and cultural awareness 

3 to learn basic discourse analysis 

4 to improve English skills through an academic content study 

Tell your Story！Ⅱ 

Comprehensive English YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

The course objective is for the students to gain fluency is telling their stories. The story of their life, their family, 

even a fairy story. 

They should gain self-confidence telling their stories in front of the teacher and other students in the class. 

Topics in International Culture and Society 2 

Comprehensive English YEAR: 2 ○ Fall  Spring 

In this course students will deepen their knowledge of French contemporary society and culture along the lines 

introduced during the first semester. This will be achieved through the study of a number of topical issues 

presented in a variety of media. Published research material and literature in English and Japanese will be used to 

gain ground knowledge used in discussions and presentations. The choice of topics discussed in class will follow 

current news developments and be systematically covered from both the French and Japanese point of view. 

Film Studies Ⅲ (UK） 

Comprehensive English YEAR: 2 ○ Fall ○ Spring 

To help students clarify their own responses to narratives in different media. 

To promote an understanding of the relationship between different times in the English-speaking world. 

To further develop knowledge of British culture. 

 


